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PREFACE 

OBJECTS  OP 
PARENT  TEACHER  ASSOCIATIONS 


To  promote  the  welfare  of  ehildren  and  youth  in  home, 
school,  church,  and  community. 


To  raise  the  standards  of  home  life. 


To  secTire  adequate  laws  for  the  care  and  protection 
of  children  and  youth. 


To  bring  into  closer  relation  the  home  and  the  school 
that  parents  and  teachers  may  cooperate  intelligently 
in  the  training  of  the  child. 


To  develop  between  educators  and  the  general  public  such 
united  efforts  aa  will  secure  for  every  child  the 
highest  advantages  in  physical,  mental,  social, 
and  spiritual  education. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  Is  recognized  generally 
as  an  educational  agency  of  considerable  Importance,   In 
some  sections  of  the  country,  an  effective  Parent  Teacher 
Association  Is  a  requirement  for  standard  school  rating. 

The  new  Ideal  of  the  democratic  school  system  Implies 
that  the  citizens  of  a  community  have  the  responsibility  of 
not  only  financing  the  schools  but  also  a  part  In  determin- 
ing the  goals  and  objectives  of  education.   Therefore,  the 
citizens  must  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  school  procedures 
and  community  needs.   This  aecesssa?y  information  can  be 
brought  to  the  public  by  means  of  tlie  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion. 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  movement  is  widespread, 
and  its  functions  are  generally  xmderstood.  The  letters 
"P.T.A."  have  a  national  significance  and  the  organization 
now  has  a  membership  exceeding  two  million  six  hundred 
thousand. 

It  is  probable  that  most  teachers,  during  their  pro- 
fessional careers,  will  have  some  association  with  this  or- 
ganization. To  some  of  them  this  experience  will  be  a 
pleasure  and  to  others  a  nuisance.   The  experience  depends 
greatly  on  the  teacher's  attitude  and  understanding  of  the 
purposes  and  procedures  of  the  organization,   A  certain 
amoimt  of  instruction  in  the  parent-teacher  movement  is  an 
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essential  part  of  teacher  training. 

Some  of  the  highest  rating  colleges  and  universities 
in  America  offer  specisuL  courses  in  the  parent-teacher  move- 
ment, presented  by  a  parent-teacher  leader  or  parent-teacher 
official.  Unfortunately,  there  is  a  limited  number  of  parent- 
teacher  leaders,  who  have  had  the  variety  of  experience  with 
the  Parent  Teacher  Association,  essential  for  carrying  on 
this  work  at  the  colleges. 

Some  educators  consider  the  Parent  Teacher  Association 
strictly  a  parents*  organization— or  even  a  mothers'  organi- 
zation.  They  attend  the  regular  meetings,  render  their  ser- 
vices and  pay  dues,  "but  they  contend  that  the  leadership 
should  be  in  lay  hands  and  that  the  parents  shoiild  assume 
the  dominant  roles. 

It  is  important  that  the  Parait  Teacher  Association 
ftmction  not  entirely  as  a  lay  organization  and  not  exclu- 
sively as  a  professional  one.   Its  chief  value  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  two  elements  are  blended.  This  fact  is  clearly 
brought  out  in  Cubberley»s  The  Principal  and  His,  School, 

It  is  largely  because  professional  people  have  been 
willing  to  work  with  parents  that  this  organization  has 
achieved  the  importance  and  prestige  it  now  enjoys.  Nation- 
ally known  experts  in  various  fields,  state  and  local  of- 
ficials, school  administrators,  rural  supervisors,  and  class- 
room teachers,  have  all  made  their  contribution  to  the  pro- 
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gress  of  the  parent-teacher  movement. 

After  ten  yeajps  of  experience  In  the  public  schools  of 
Florida,  It  has  been  determined  by  the  writer  that  the  work 
of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  can  be  a  real  educational 
part  of  the  school  system. 
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CHAPTER  I 
SETTING  THE  PBOBLEM 


The  Problem 


General  Statement 
The  purpose  of  this  study  is  first  to  examine  and 
record  facts  concerning  the  work  of  the  various  Pajpent 
Teacher  Association  organizations  in  Polk  County,  Florida, 
and  secondly,  to  tabulate  these  facts  so  that  the  work  of 
these  organizations  can  be  appraised. 

Specific  Problems 

1,  To  record  the  principle  historical  factors  that 
have  led  to  the  wide  use  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association, 
and  to  describe  several  outstanding  accomplishments  of  the 
several  Parent  Teacher  Associations  in  Polk  County,  Florida, 

2,  To  examine,  by  means  of  a  questionnaire  and  personal 
interviews,  the  attitudes  of  the  school  administrator  and  lay 
members,  concerning  the  Parent  Teacher  Association, 

3,  To  attempt  to  discover  any  problems  that  might  exist 
between  school  authorities  and  lay  members,  and  to  set  forth 
practical  solutions  to  the  problems, 

^,  To  appraise  the  nature  and  the  success  of  the  accom- 
plishments of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association, 
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Definition  of  Terms 

Parent  Teacher  Association — Throughout  this  study, 
this  term  vrill  refer  only  to  an  organized  group  of  parents 
and  teachers  which  has  met  the  organizational  requirements 
of  the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  and  are 
affiliated  with  them. 

Faculty — This  term  will  include  teachers  and  person- 
nel actually  employed  to  teach  pupils. 

Lay  Members— Refers  to  those  persons  belonging  to  the 
Parent  Teacher  Association,  vrho  are  not  professional  school 
people. 

Administrators — Includes  those  people,  such  as  prin- 
cipals, supervisors  and  others,  who  hold  executive  positions 
within  the  school  system, 

Pellmitations 
This  study  will  be  limited  to  the  vrork  of  the  various 
Parent  Teacher  Associations  in  Polk  County,  Florida.  In- 
formation obtaJjied  from  other  school  systems  will  be  used 
in  comparisons  only. 

Basic  Assianption 

It  is  assumed  that  the  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tions is  of  value  and  does  have  a  place  in  the  educational 
systems  of  America  and  more  especially  in  Polk  County,  Florida. 
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Basic  Hypothesis 

There  are  several  Parent  Teacher  Associations  working 
In  Polk  Coimty,  "but  there  are  still  problems  of  management 
and  school-coiianunlty  relationships  that  are  unsolved.  These 
problems  might  be  successfully  solved  by  this  organization. 

Incidence  of  the  Problem 

For  the  past  ten  years,  the  writer  has  served  In  the 
ptjbllc  schools  of  Florida,  Most  of  these  years  were  spent 
as  a  school  administrator  and  as  an  officer  In  the  local 
Parent  Teacher  Association  unit,  thus  affording  the  writer 
almost  dally  contact  with  tihe  work  and  problems  of  the 
Parent  Teacher  Association,   Insist  Into  both  sides  of  the 
work  that  was  being  carried  on  by  the  Association  was  se- 
cured. 

It  was  foimd  that  In  most  Instances,  the  work  of  the 
Parent  Teacher  Association  was  beneficial  and  imder  proper 
gxildance,  the  principal  of  a  school  coTild  make  It  a  real 
educational  part  of  the  school  system. 

It  was  also  observed  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion covild  do  many  things  of  a  financial  nature,  that  the 
local  school  board  could  not  afford  to  do;  however,  the  re- 
verse could  be  true  and  the  influence  of  the  Parent  Teacher 
AsBoclatlon  woxild  become  a  negative  Influence  and  their  in- 
tended values  greatly  decreased. 

It  will  be  endeavored  to  locate  the  problems  that  exist 
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today  "betrween  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  and  the  public 
school  and  to  attempt  to  bring  about  a  closer  coordination 
of  their  vBork, 

An  attempt  will  be  made  to  show  the  dynamic  possibili- 
ties of  the  educational  accomplishments  that  could  be  ob- 
tained if  both  the  school  and  the  Parent  Teacher  Association 
understand  each  other  and  were  cognizant  of  each  others 
problems.   Thus,  the  influences  of  each  would  not  conflict 
and  each  vculd  be  able  to  help  the  other  to  obtain  a  better 
program  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  educational  system  as 
a  whole. 

Procedure  in  Collecting  and  Treating  Data 

The  problem  was  approached  as  a  nonnative  survey  of  the- 
work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations  in  Polk  Coxuity,  with 
particular  emphasis  upon  the  cijltural  and  educational  values 
that  are  obtained  by  oTir  school  system  through  the  efforts 
of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association,   This  study  attempts  to 
gain  a  prospective  of  the  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion through  a  cross  section  of  conditions  exisltng  outside 
of  Polk  Coxmty,  Florida,  In  addition,  comparisons  that  are 
taking  place  will  be  studied. 

The  subject  was  approached  by  a  series  of  questionnaires; 
one  was  sent  to  each  school  principal  and  one  to  the  president 
of  each  Parent  Teacher  Association  in  Polk  County,  Floridsi, 
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Various  of  these  were  followed  up  with  personal  Interviews 
with  the  presidents  or  secretaries  of  the  Parent  Teacher 
Associations, 

The  data  received  by  questionnaire  and  interview  were 
recorded,  and  the  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Organizations 
of  Polk  County,  Florida,  appraised. 
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CHAPTER  II 


THE  HISTORICAL  RISE 

OF  THE 

PARENT  TEACHER  ASSOCIATION 


The  rise,  organization  and  development  of  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association  had  its  commencement  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  nineteenth  centxary.  The  earliest  groups  that  met, 
which  resembled  the  type  of  Parent  Teacher  Association  known 
today,  began  as  smaJ.1  groups  of  mothers  who  met  regularly 
under  their  own  leadership.  Their  purpose  in  meeting  was 
to  discuss  experiences  in  child  care  and  child  education, 
and  to  put  themselves  in  contact  with  the  various  sources 
of  information  and  guidance  available  at  the  time. 

Early  in  the  1890»s,  the  Association  of  Collegiate 
Alumnae,  (now  the  American  Association  of  University  Women), 
began  a  scientific  study  of  the  children  of  college-educated 
parents.  Althotigh  this  movement  had  little  to  do  with  the 
organiz.ation  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association,  it  did  show 
the  trend  of  the  American  mind  in  that  some  study  of  chil- 
dren's problems  and  parent  education  was  on  the  way. 

These  small  groups  of  informal  but  resolute  mothers, 
vrith  the  aid  of  professional  educators,  clergymen,  and  states- 
men, were  the  chief  factors  in  the  Parent  Teacher  movement. 
These  people  who  envisioned  a  more  intelligent  and  effective 
parenthood,  and  who  saw  a  need  for  closer  cooperation  between 
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the  home  and  the  school  foimded  two  national  organizations: 
the  Child  Study  Association  of  America  and  the  National  Con- 
gress of  Parents  and  Teachers, 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  came  into  being  at  the 
same  time  and  place  as  the  National  Congress  of  Mothers, 
This  group  held  its  first  meeting  in  Washington,  D,  C, ,  on 
February  17,  1897.  F3?om  this  meeting  evolved  the  organiza- 
tion and  foundation  of  the  National  Congress  of  Mothers  and 
the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  At  this  meet- 
ing was  assembled  a  large  delegation  of  parents,  educators, 
clergymen  and  statesmen  whose  purpose  it  was  to  discuss  and 
formulate  plans  for  the  betterment  of  child  life,  Mrs, 
Theodore  W,  Brlney,  instrumental  in  first  calling  the  group 
together,  asserted  that  she  would  be  very  happy  and  well 
pleased  with  her  work  if  fifty  people  would  attend  the  or- 
ganizational meeting,  ■'■  On  the  opening  day,  she  was  greeted 
by  over  two  thousand  enthusiastic  people  ready  to  go  to  work* 

Mrs,  Phoebe  A,  Hurst  and  Mrs,  Theodore  W.  Brlney  are 
recognized  as  the  co-founders  of  the  organization.  As  the 
work  of  organizing  the  National  Congress  of  Mothers  pro- 
gressed, it  was  brought  out  tha.t  there  must  be  more  coopera- 
tion between  parents  and  teachers.  For  this  reason,  the  new 
organization,  the  National  Congress  of  Mothers,  took  upon 


1,  Jerome  Ellison,  "Five  Million  Parents  Can't  be  Stopped, 
The  Saturday  Evening  Post,  February  26,  19^,  p.  ^» 
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themselves  the  organization  of  the  National  Congress  of 
Parents  and  Teachers, 

Mrs,  Theodore  ¥,  Brlney  became  the  first  national  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Congress  of  Mothers  and  this  group 
asstmed  the  task  of  organizing  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations 
on  a  national  scale* 

The  first  local  units  o3?ganlzed  by  the  National  Congress 
of  Mothers  devoted  a  major  portion  of  their  time  to  child 
study.   In  1901,  the  Congress  of  Mothers  began  to  urge  parents 
to  study  the  ciirricula  of  the  schools  which  their  children  at- 
tended.  In  1906,  the  Congress  of  Mothers  published  reading 
courses  v*iich  were  recommended  for  both  fathers  and  mothers. 

The  work  of  the  national  organization  grew  rapidly  and 
in  1903*  a  committee  on  Juvenile  court  and  probation  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  studying  and  recommending  a  better 
method  of  care  for  delinquent,  defective  and  dependent  chil- 
dren. The  congress  at  this  time  passed  a  resolution  advocat- 
ing regiilar  coiorses  of  instruction  for  the  training  of  proba- 
tion officers  and  all  other  people  placed  in  charge  of  these 
needy  children. 

In  1911 »  according  to  the  report  of  the  president  of  the 
National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  the  congress  in- 
augurated a  national  movement  toward  the  establishment  of 
mothers'  pensions,  Dtiring  the  same  year,  important  progress 
was  made  in  securing  a  child  hygiene  department  in  every 


^c   '  :  arid-  ^o  noid"BS-£.";  e^vl- 

qucca  :,.  rxsriif oJ-I  1o  ac  "^a  -^ 

-,-.,,.  -  •:;    on-  .;-    -y - 

■Tf^O-f    •i.O'i    .  919W   dOi:?-,'    aOQIfJOO 

'-■     ."  -'fo  -One.''* -T  f>ri:r  In  jrio'-r 

Qjs-r:  aolixidcyiq  bn-^   ^-^  oo  alla&viJl  .1..   ■.  ^vuliomoo  jb   ,C0^-C  njt 

-adonq  "lo  -ii  a  £  ^o  aaartuoo  • 

■  ■  9xfrf   ^o  .  '      \ 


-  9  - 


State  Board  of  Health,  In  1915»  "the  Congress  of  Parents 

and  Teachers  went  on  record  as  opposing  the  consolidation  of 

Juvenile  courts  with  those  of  regular  courts.  In  1919,  they 

appointed  a  committee  to  Investigate  the  problem  and  study 

"ttie  advisability  of  having  the  supervision  of  all  delinquent 

children  under  the  supervision  of  school  authorities. 

The  year  192^  marked  an  Important  step  In  the  protection 

of  neglected  children  by  the  adoption  of  an  Important  general 

resolution! 

"Whereas,  the  protection  and  care  of  neglected  chil- 
dren Is  one  of  the  highest  duties  of  any  state,  and 
whereas,  In  some  states  the  Juvenile  courts  are 
still  vuideveloped  or  Inadequately  equipped;  there- 
fore be  It  Resolved:  That  the  associations  of  the 
National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  In  each 
state  be  urged  to  study  their  Juvenile  court  laws 
and  methods  of  procedure;  and  that  they  work  to 
promote  a  high  standard  of  such  service,  >ftilch  In- 
cludes separate  hearings  of  children's  cases,  ade- 
quate detention  facilities.  Investigation  and 
supervision  of  skilled  workers,  provision  for  phy- 
sical and  mental  examination  of  girls  by  women, 
and  the  elimination  of  all  tinnecessary  publicity,  "^ 

From  the  above  resolution  It  can  be  seen  readily  how 

the  committee  on  legislation  has  advanced  to  become  a  highly 

functional  organization.  The  legislative  committee  Is  now 

specialized  In  many  branches  of  legislation  necessary  In  the 

complex  work  of  their  field  of  endeavor.  This  committee  has 

also  supported  much  needed  legislation,  one  In  particular, 

the  passing  of  the  Pure  Food  and  Drug  Act,   They  also  drew 


2,  White  House  Conference  on  The  Family  and  Parent  Educatlon« 
P.  65, 
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up  most  of  the  measures  that  were  Initiated  to  combat  the 
many  evils  and  landesirable  features  of  child  labor  under  the 
old  factory  system. 

By  192^,  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  had  increased 
to  the  extent  ths.t  there  were  organizations  in  every  state 
in  the  union  with  the  exception  of  the  State  of  Nevada,  How- 
ever, today  there  is  a  state  organization  in  every  state  and 
in  most  of  America's  possessions,  including  Alaska,  Panama 
Canal  2one,  Virgin  Islands,  Puerto  Rico  and  Hawaii,  Today 
the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Tea.chers  has  a  total 
membership  that  well  exceeds  five  million  men  and  women  from 
all  walks  of  life,  from  all  races  and  all  creeds,  as  the  only 
retiuirements  for  membership  are  dn   interest  and  a  genuine  de- 
sire to  be  of  service  to  children  and  their  education.  There 
are  also  some  thirty-one  thousand  local  units  that  today  are 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  per  year.  However, 
about  five  hundred  local  organizations  close  up  each  year, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  and  must  be  subtracted  from  the 
last  total.  Most  of  these  organizations  close  because  the 
schools  are  being  consolid8.ted,  A  few  close  for  lack  of  in- 
terest or  for  political  reasons. 

The  individual  membership  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion has  increased  more  than  one  hundred  fifty  percent  in  the 
past  nine  years—from  a  combined  membership  of  a  small  frac- 
tion over  two  million  in  19^0,  to  over  five  million  in  19^. 
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Under  the  leadership  of  the  present  national  president  of 
the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  Mrs.  L,  W. 
Hiighes,  the  national  congress  has  Increased  some  1,86'J',252 
persons  during  her  three  year  administration.  The  latest 
project  is  waged  against  unwholesome  comic  books,  moving 
pictures  and  radio  programs.   She  maintains  that  since  the 
organization  which  she  represents  is  pledged  to  child  wel- 
fare, that  they  should  do  everything  in  their  power  to  com- 
bat and  solve  this  problem. 

The  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  has  far  sur- 
passed even  the  widest  hopes  of  many  enthusiastic  organizers. 
It  is  well  recognized  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  has 
won  its  right,  and  proved  its  ability  and  useftillness  in  the 
intricate  educational  system  in  operation  today. 

Some  projects  are  national  in  scope,  being  participated 
In  by  all  conscientious  locals.  The  Sunmer  Roundup  of  the 
Children,  aims  to  send  youngsters  to  school  each  fall  com- 
pletely free  of  remediable  physical  defects.   The  hot-lunch 
prograjn— another  national  project— was  started  during  the 
depression,  when  the  malnutrition  of  children  caused  general 
alarm« 

Parent  Teacher  Association  projects  have  never  been 
adequately  catalogued j  their  number  and  variety  are  such  that 
they  hardly  could  be.  But,  conducting  projects  is  not  the 
only  enterprise,  or  even  the  most  important  undertaking  of 
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this  organization.   It  regards  as  its  main  ftmction  the 
teaching  of  parents  to  be  "better  parents. 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  is  old  enough  now  to 
have  certain  traditions.  One  of  the  more  curious  and  in- 
teresting of  these  Is  in  regard  to  politics.   The  official 
line  is  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  avoids  politics, 
and  never  interferes  with  school  administration,  but  of 
course  this  is  nonsense,  as  everyone  knows  that  a  really 
live  Parent  Teacher  Association  is  "up  to  its  ears"  in 
politics,  and  directly  concerned  with  school  administra- 
tion. 

One  may  be  Justified  in  saying  that  the  Parent  Teacher 
Association  movement  was  foionded  on  the  fact  that  whenever 
two  or  more  mothers  gather  together,  the  discussion  is  con- 
ceited primarily  with  children. 

The  parent-teacher  movement  began  in  Florida  in  the 
period  between  1920  and  1923,  The  events  leading  up  to  the 
organization  of  a  Florida  branch  of  the  National  Congress 
of  Mothers  and  Parent  Teacher  Associations,  date  back  to 
about  1889,  when  the  East  Jacksonville  Mothers  Club  was 
formed  with  Mrs.  Henry  Cooper  as  president, 3 

In  1903,  Mrs,  Wellington  W.  Cummer  called  a  meeting 
and  organized  a  general  Mothers  Club  in  Jacksonville,  How- 
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ever,  after  a  few  years,  this  organization  ceased  to  exiwt. 
In  1913,  the  Duval  County  Federation  of  Mo there •  Clubs  was 
formed  ^idth  eight  associations  that  varied  in  name  from 
mothers'  clubs  to  improvement  associations. 

The  first  convention  of  the  Florida  Branch  of  the 
National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  was  held  in  the 
Seminole  Hotel  in  Jacksonville,  on  March  11,  1921.  There  is 
no  record  that  can  be  found  to  show  that  Polk  Coxjnty  was  re- 
presented at  this  meeting. 

The  year  1922  is  important  to  the  Florida  Branch  of  the 
National  Congress  of  l«bthers  and  Parent  Teacher  Association, 
because  in  that  year  Florida  formally  took  her  place  with 
forty-four  other  states  to  w)rk  toward  the  goals  of  the 
National  Congress. 

In  1926,  the  Florida  Congress  held  its  annual  conven- 
tion in  Miami,  At  this  time,  there  was  reported  a  member- 
ship of  7,91^,  in  150  local  associations.  At  this  time, 
Mrs,  A,  F.  Fanger  was  elected  state  president;  during  her 
year  of  office,  she  found  time  to  organize  the  Colored  Con- 
gress of  Parents  and  Teachers  In  Florida,   It  was  during 
Mrs,  Fanger* s  presidency  that  the  Florida  Parent  Teacher 
magazine  made  its  appearance.   The  state  bulletin  was  estab- 
lished in  1928,  and  was  to  be  issued  quarterly. 

k,   Loc.  git. 
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By  1939»  the  Florida  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers 
had  Increased  to  385  associations  with  26,570  members.  In- 
cluding twenty-five  "Superior"  associations.   It  was  in  this 
year  that  Florida  was  the  only  other  state  besides  Texas 
i^ich  did  not  report  a  loss  in  membership. 

The  University  of  Florida  held  the  first  training  course 
for  the  Florida  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  in  1925.   In 
193^  ancL  1935,  short  couirses  were  held  both  at  the  University 
of  Florida  and  at  Florida  State  College  for  Women  (now  Flor- 
ida State  University). 

In  1939,  short  courses  featured  Dean  Ray  V,  Sowers  of 
Florida  Southern  College  as  chief  instructor  of  character  edu- 
cation.  The  theme  of  the  course  was,  "Living  and  Learning  in 
Our  Democracy, " 

Today  the  Florida  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  can 
be  measured  by  Increased  activity  and  by  expanded  programs 
plus  a  membership  that  boasts  13^,2^0  members  in  612  local 
units.   In  the  -pa-at   two  years,  the  membership  has  Increased 
some  30,000  persons,  who  have  realized  the  importance  of  the 
work  of  this  organization. 

The  history  of  the  local  \mlts  of  the  Parent  Teacher 
Associations  in  Polk  County  is  very  vague, ^  The  information 


5.  The  Scrap  Book  con5)iled  by  the  various  Presidents  of  the 

Polk  County  Council  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  unpublished, 
constitutes  the  chief  source  of  historical  information. 
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found  could  not  jwsslbly  be  considered  authentic.  Many  of 
the  earlier  organizations  at  one  time  or  another  ceased  for 
periods  of  one  or  more  years  and  consequently  records  were 
lost.   It  may  be  assumed  that  there  have  been  local  units  of 
the  Parent  Teacher  Association  in  Polk  County  for  more  than 
thirty  years. 

The  Polk  County  Council  of  Psirents  and  Teachers  was 
formed  thirteen  years  ago,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs*  Paul 
Delaven  of  Dade  City,  Florida,  who  at  that  time  was  the 
State  Extension  Director  of  the  Florida  Congress  of  Parents 
and  Teachers, 

The  organizational  meeting  was  held  in  February  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs,  C.  A,  Burkhaulter  presided 
during  the  opening  exercises  and  Mrs.  Paul  Delaven  conducted 
the  business  session.   Mrs,  Ray  V,  Sowers  was  elected  the 
first  president,  to  serve  for  a  term  of  two  years.  Other 
officers  were:  Vice-president,  Mrs,  Paul  F.  Collins,  Haines 
Cltyj  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs,  Lloyd  Fresble,  Bartow;  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Mrs,  Bemhard  P.  Relnsch,  Lakeland, 
and  Treasurer,  Mrs,  Ted  S,  John,  Winter  Haven, 

The  year  1937  found  the  county  council  composed  of 
twenty-one  local  units  with  a  combined  membership  of  1,^6^ 
individuals.  Also,  in  1937,  the  county  coxuicil  sponsored  a 
series  of  weekly  broadcasts  over  radio  station  W.L,A.K, 

Routine  procedures  seemed  to  take  place  up  until  the  be- 
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ginning  of  World  War  II,  -vftien  operations  were  curtailed, 
institutes  for  the  time  were  suspended,  and  conventions 
were  held  to  a  minimum  or  not  held  at  all. 

Between  the  years  19^2  and  19^5,  there  was  a  decrease 
in  local  units  from  twenty-two  to  nineteen;  however,  over 
the  same  period  of  time  there  was  an  increase  in  membership 
from  2,396  to  2,93'^'♦ 

Since  19^5,  more  local  tmits  have  been  established  and 
the  overall  membership  has  increased.  In  19^8,  only  a  hand- 
ful of  members  represented  Polk  County  at  the  leadership- 
training  conference  in  Tallahassee;  hox/ever,  in  19^9,  the 
Polk  County  Council  chartered  a  greyhound  bus  and  a  delega- 
tion of  thirty-five  journeyed  to  Tallahassee  for  the  four- 
day  training  conference. 
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CHAPTER  III 


NEG-ATIYE  INFLUEl^OES 
OF  THE 
PARENT  TEACHER  ASSOCIATION 


The  Parent  Teacher  Association,  like  all  other  oi^an- 
Izatlons,  cLoes  have  its  faults.  From  the  survey  made  In 
Polk  County,  the  fault  does  not  lie  in  the  organization  but 
in  the  leadership  and  members  of  the  association  itself. 

It  is  not  the  intention  here  to  accuse  the  ■sAiole  or- 
ganization for  the  few  mistakes  made  by  a  small  minority 
of  its  members,  or  the  actions  of  some  isolated  local  or- 
ganization that  has  not  yet  achieved  the  true  spirit  and 
ideal  of  the  work  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  is 
carrying  on  throughout  the  United  States  and  its  terri- 
torial possessions. 

From  the  questionnaire  sent  out  to  school  administrators, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  discover  what  they  thought  was  wrong, 
if  anything,  with  the  work  of  the  local  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion,  The  question  Involved  was,  "Do  you  feel  that  at  times 
the  Parent  Teacher  Association  has  a  negative  influence?"  The 
administrators  responded  thirty-three  to  thirteen  that  there 
was  no  negative  Influence,  However,  five  of  the  administra- 
tors who  responded  negative,  made  comments  to  the  effect  that 
they  believed  there  were  negative  Influences  in  other  systems, 
or  that  they  had  read  of  definite  negative  influences;  but. 
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they  had  never  experienced  these  situations  among  their 
own  oi^anizations, 

On3yfour  (out  of  forty-five  administrators)  felt  that 
the  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association,  in  their  school, 
was  worth  the  effort.   It  was  observed  from  a  further  ex- 
amination of  these  questionnaires  that  in  one  of  the  schools 
there  was  no  Parent  Teacher  Association,  Many  asserted  that 
if  they  did  not  already  have  an  association,  they  would  not 
instigate  a  new  one.   It  was  felt  unanimously  that  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association  did  not  have  any  educational  values,  and 
most  of  them  had  the  idea  that  petty  politioB  played  too 
large  a  part  in  the  activities  of  the  association. 

Most  of  laie  administrators  felt  that  the  association 
made  an  imposition  on  the  time  of  both  pupils  and  teachers. 
One  comment  was  made  to  the  effect  that  Parent  Teacher  Asso- 
ciations are  helpful  Institutions  as  long  as  they  stayed 
within  their  by-laws;  however,  when  they  overstep  these 
bounds,  they  not  only  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  Parent  Teacher 
Association,  but  hinder  the  normal  progress  of  the  school.  At 
some  past  time,  these  administrators  must  have  had  disagreeable 
experiences  vrith  the  members  of  their  organizations  and  it  is 
believed  that  had  there  been  more  pleasant  experiences,  their 
reactions  vrould  have  been  as  the  majority,  favorable,  and  well 
pleased  with  the  efforts  and  contributions  of  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association, 
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The  next  criticism  cane  from  a  small  minority  of  the 
administrators,  as  only  six  felt  that  the  Parent  Teacher 
Association  imposed  upon  pupils*  time.  However,  when  asked 
about  imposing  on  teachers'  time,  eighteen  felt  that  the 
teachers  were  misused  and  their  time  was  imposed  upon  to  a 
great  degree.  One  interesting  comment  was:  "We  as  teachers 
are  not  imposed  upon,  v;e  give  oxir  time  freely  for  the  cause 
of  education,  "•'■ 

The  greatest  negative  influence,  from  the  viewpoint  of 
the  administration  in  Polk  County,  or  the  Parent  Teacher 
Associations,  is  the  part  they  play  in  petty  politics,   FiY>m 
the  answers  concerning  this  question  of  petty  politics, 
twenty-one  answered  yes,  that  the  organization  did  partici- 
pate in  petty  politics,  and  twenty  voted  that  they  did  not; 
two  voted  very  little,  and  one  undecided. 

The  most  surprising  factor  concerning  the  question  of 
petty  politics  was  that  most  of  those  who  voted  no  qualified 
their  vote  with  the  following  or  some  similar  statement:  "Not 
in  our  school,  hut  I  have  been  in  schools  or  have  read  of  such 
instances  vAiere  such  cases  do  exist— or  they  would,  if  they 
covild  get  by  with  it,"  Such  statements  as  these  lead  one  to 
believe  that  there  are  more  petty  politics  than  necessary. 
Many  affirmative  replies  were  qualified  by  statements  to  the 


1,  Since  the  questionnaire  v/as  of  a  confidential  nattire,  the 
name  of  the  official  completing  it  is  held  in  strictest 
confidence. 
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effect  that  petty  politics  were  not  engaged  in  by  the  or- 
ganization itself,  but  by  the  various  members  who  have  been 
allowed  to  do  so  under  lax  or  improper  leadership.  In  many 
instances  it  was  averred  that  such  conditions  would  not  exist 
If  the  proper  leaders  were  chosen  and  the  proper  guidance  and 
motivation  put  into  action. 

In  some  sections  of  the  country  many  Parent  Teacher 
Associations  sponsor  field  trips  for  students.  However, 
from  the  questionnaire  that  was  sent  out  in  Polk  County, 
this  method  of  enriching  the  program  Is  used  very  little  or 
not  at  all.   Some  of  the  principals  seemed  to  feel  that  the 
reason  was  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  had  not  been 
approached.  The  need  for  field  trips  is  taken  care  of  by 
the  Polk  County  School  Board,  as  teachers  are  permitted  to 
use  school  buses  to  make  trips  within  school  hours,  provided 
a  regular  bus  driver  is  available  to  drive  the  bus.  This 
program  has  possibilities  and  with  additional  help  from  the 
Parent  Teacher  Association,  field  trips  could  well  become  an 
interesting  part  of  the  educational  program. 

The  opportunities  for  cultural  activities,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  lay  members,  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion is  almost  unlimited.  Among  the  most  used  methods  of 
advancing  the  ctiltural  status  of  its  members  is  through  the 
establishment  of  home  life  courses  and  family  life  Institutes, 

The  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  recognizes 
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the  fact  that  the  environment  of  the  home  has  the  greatest 
beaj^lng  on  the  child's  development  and  that  the  Improvement 
of  home  environment  is  one  of  the  major  projects  undertaken 
by  the  local  Parent  Teacher  Association,   This  can  "be  aooom- 
pllshed  by  home  life  coxirses  directed  to  child  care,  sanita- 
tion, cooking,  and  health  education. 

There  is  no  field  of  endeavor  that  has  been  so  widely 
publicized  as  the  health  program  that  is  carried  on  by  the 
National  Congress,   Several  states  have  carried  on  a  pro- 
ject of  mass  x-ray  examinations  for  tuberculosis  In  an  ef- 
fort to  help  control  that  disease. 

Many  local  organizations  have  also  carried  on  citizen  edu- 
cation and  they  have  done  a  great  deal  to  establish  the  idea 
that  a  democratic  family  is  the  cradle  of  democracy,  both  on 
a  national  and  ecumenical  scale.  The  National  Parent  Teacher 
has  recently  devoted  much  space  to  the  encouragement  of  the 
family  coxmcll,  by  means  of  vfliich  boys  and  girls  can  learn 
at  home  vfha.t   they  need  to  know  as  active  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  believes  that  a  well- 
balanced  spiritual  life  is  a  necessity;  one  that  requires  con- 
stant attention  and  constant  emphasis.   They  are  accomplishing 
this  ideal  by  close  cooperation  with  the  various  religious  or- 
ganizations in  the  community.   The  oi^anlzatlon  also  spends 
considerable  effort  in  character  building  of  youth.  This  work 
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Is  In  progress  by  means  of  projects  in  personality,  "which 
consist  of  several  sessions  In  which  character  building  oc- 
cupations and  accomplishments  are  featured* 

Every  community,  however  large  or  small,  has  cultural 
backgrounds  and  assets  that  are  peculiarly  its  own.  The 
Parent  Teacher  Association  can  make  Itself  responsible  for 
helping  to  preserve  these  native  elements.   One  southwestern 
state,  that  has  a  cosmopolitan  population,  sponsors  an  annual 
Fair  of  Nations  in  which  the  customs  of  the  various  native 
cultxires  are  featured. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  give  a  true  picture  of  the 
cultural  value  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  in  Polk 
County,  because  from  over  thirty  questionnaires  sent  out  to 
the  presidents  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations,  only 
seven  completed  questionnaires  were  returned,  and  one  of 
these  was  not  filled  out  as  a  note  written  at  the  bottom  of 
the  page  indicated  that  the  local  organization  has  been  dis- 
banded. However,  from  the  answers  received  on  the  remaining 
six  questionnaires,  only  one  organization  spends  any  money 
at  all  to  train  lay  leaders  to  conduct  parent  education.   The 
group  which  does  spend  some  money  sends  its  president  to  a 
National  Congress  institute. 

From  the  information  obtained  by  the  questionnaires, 
none  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations  in  Polk  County  sponsor 
a  family  life  council.  However,  one  group  felt  that  they  had 
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made  a  step  toward  a  family  life  cotincil  as  they  had  studied 
about  one  in  their  study  course. 

Another  question  of  interest  was  to  find  out  if  the 
Parent  Teacher  Association  made  provision  In  Its  budget  for 
parent  education.  Four  answered  In  the  affirmative,  one 
negative,  and  one  stated  that  several  magazines  were  subscribed 
to  for  parent  use  suid  that  they  also  paid  for  the  study  courses 
used  as  a  part  of  the  regular  meetings. 

It  was  observed  through  the  questionnaires  that  none  of 
the  six  associations  spent  any  money  to  Inqprove  health  condi- 
tions in  the  community.   One  group  felt  that  there  was  no 
need  for  them  to  spend  any  money  as  the  county  board  fur- 
nished a  school  nurse.  It  was  also  observed  that  only  one 
of  the  six  associations  sponsored  field  trips  for  children. 

The  question  concerning  the  financial  contributions  of 
the  Parent  Teacher  Associations  was  answered  as  follows: 
thirty-seven  answered  that  they  did  aid  the  school  program 
financially,   Hov;ever,  three  administrators  stated  that  they 
believed  their  associations  covild  and  should  contribute  more 
than  they  were  doing  at  the  present  time.   From  the  data  re- 
ceived from  the  questionnaires  sent  to  the  presidents  of  the 
Parent  Teacher  Associations,  one  stated  that  In  the  past  year 
they  had  not  aided  the  school  program  financially.   They  felt 
that  as  their  organization  had  been  in  operation  less  l^an  a 
year,  and  since  they  had  reorganized  an  association  which  had 
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had  failed,  that  all  their  time  and  effort  was  needed  to 
sirouse  the  interest  of  the  parents.   Therefore,  the  task 
of  raising  any  fimds,  ottier  than  dues,  had  "been  put  aside 
until  the  following  year. 

The  greatest  contributions  that  have  been  made  in  Polk 
County  by  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations  seem  to  have  been 
made  by  financial  and  material  contributions.   In  the  past 
five  years  one  of  the  associations  in  this  coxmty  has  built 
and  furnished  a  Ixuich  room  tha,t  serves  over  three  hundred 
meals  per  day.   Other  various  organizations  have  purchased 
audio-visual  aids  which  include  movie  projectors,  film 
strips,  maps,  picture  files,  books,  bulletin  boards,  black- 
out curtains,  and  many  other  useful  items.   Some  Associa- 
tions have  taken  on  beautification  pirjjects,  a  very  worth- 
v/hile  activity,  as  beautiful  grounds  add  tremendously  to  the 
appearance  and  atmosphere  of  the  general  surroimdings.   Other 
organizations  have  bought  very  useful  articles  for  the  schools, 
such  as  water  coolers,  fans,  and  even  air  conditioning  systems. 

Some  of  the  projects  sponsored  by  local  Parent  Teacher 
Associations  in  Polk  County  that  are  strictly  financial  are: 
the  summer  roundup  of  pre-achool  children  and  summer  work 
shops. 

The  summer  rouindup  of  pre-school  children,  of  course, 
takes  place  in  all  schools  and  in  some  instances  is  a  joint 
project  taken  on  by  both  the  school  and  the  local  Parent 
Teacher  Association, 
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One  group  holds  a  work  shop  in  Jvmlor  home  economics 
each  year  during  the  suiomer  vacation.  Another  group  or- 
ganized and  promoted  the  school  glee  club. 

Such  projects  as  adult  education,  child  guidance  and 
active  legislation  committees  seem  to  be  sadly  lacking  in 
Polk  County.  Only  one  of  the  associations  appeared  to  have 
a  desire  to  have  a  family  life  council.   These  shortcomings 
may  be  eliminated  as  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations  in  Polk 
County  become  older  and  more  experienced.   Since  the  national 
trend  is  toward  larger  and  more  active  Parent  Tea.cher  Associa- 
tions, Polk  County's  Associations  may  fall  in  line  and  become 
a  more  active  and  valuable  instrnzment  in- the  field  of  educa- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


CULTaRAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL  INFLUENCES 
OF  THE 
PARENT  TEACHER  ASSOCIATION 


The  first  question  to  be  asked  is:  "How  has  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association  helped  the  schools  of  America?"  And, 
going  a  step  ftirther,  "How  can  It  help  more  In  the  future?" 

One  Important  fact  to  be  remembered  Is  that  the  organi- 
zation dealt  with  has  more  than  five  million  members  and  that 
new  local  organizations  are  Increasing  at  the  rate  of  two 
thousand  per  year.   These  members  all  Joined  willingly;  they 
believe  that  the  school  Is  an  important  institution;  they  are 
all  Interested  In  the  education  of  their  children,  and  want 
to  help. 

Many  members,  hox^rever,  do  not  help  primarily  because 
they  do  not  know  -whsit   to  do.  Of  course,  a  few  are  merely 
Joiners  and  only  want  tJheir  names  on  the  roll.   Many  of  the 
leaders  have  not  taken  the  time  or  effort  to  inform  them 
w!hat  to  do.   This  situation  can  be  kept  well  in  hand  by  the 
use  of  the  national  magazine,  National  Parent  Teacher,  pub- 
lished ten  months  of  the  year. 

The  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  also  pub- 
lish many  bulletins  and  leaflets  that  may  Influence  the  alert 
leader  and  lay  member  to  a  more  thoughtful  course  of  action. 

These  publications  usually  Influence  those  who  are  ready 


T.. 


cT.rt  tc  f^-^.-r.  --^v'   T  -^tT.  91-  an-  '  ocl  ''Tsn 

eri'?  tno^uird'lS's."  'i  ob  st  looc's^   ado  'S 


3C. 


r         .,r-  '■       ■-  -ii 


orfj 


.jl.lO-I     liJlj"     11 0    -3&L.--fi    'J. 


%'::£  uon   q5 


"'U 


«■        -.  r-  rf 


^■^      -'"-^r 


r:3. 


l->    f   f    -»     •    -  f^   :■ 


•  •r       i-i  -A  a  '-''^ 


-  27  - 


for  action  and  want  to  be  more  than  just  organizations  in 
name  only. 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  is  the  only  organiza- 
tion in  America  today  that  makes  '•incluslveness"  an  im- 
portant consideration  in  the  selection  of  its  membership. 
Because  it  recognises  no  social  barriers,  the  Parent  Teacher 
Association  is  able  to  bridge  the  gap  that  keeps  some  of 
our  communities  from  achieving  true  unity  of  effort.   The 
parents  have  a  sense  of  belonging  to  the  school  and  teachers 
a  means  of  belonging  to  the  communltyj  this  gives  the  chil- 
dren an  opportunity  for  early  participation  In  the  life  of 
the  world  that  they  will  some  day  control. 

The  local  organization  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion may  do  many  things  that  add  to  the  cultural  value  of 
the  school,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  the  pupil  and  of  the 
teacher,  since  one  of  the  main  functions  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  to  foster  closer  xinity  between  the  teacher  and  com- 
munity.  The  Parent  Teacher  Association  has  a  great  oppor- 
tunity in  bringing  the  community  to  the  teacher.  Here  the 
parents  and  teachers  may  become  better  acquainted  through 
social  gatherings  and  the  teachers  may  be  brought  to  feel 
that  they  belong  in  the  community. 

One  instance  is  recalled  where  the  members  of  the 
faculty  and  the  lay  members  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion combine  forces  at  least  once  each  year  and  put  on  a  play. 
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It  is  agreed  that  no  better  way  for  people  to  get  to  know 
each  other  is  known  than  by  going  through  the  trials  and 
tribtilatlons  of  producing  a  play. 

During  the  interviews  the  administrators  were  asked 
the  folloTving  question:  "Do  you  think  that  Parent-Teacher 
plays  have  ajiy  cultural  value?"  They  all  agreed  that  they 
were  of  cultural  value  to  both  teachers  and  parents;  how- 
ever, about  lialf  of  them  felt  that  it  woixld  Impose  too 
much  on  the  teachers'  time.   The  others  felt  that  the 
demand  on  time  was  over  balanced  by  the  fact  that  many 
teachers  enjoy  a  deviation  from  their  work  and  would  not 
look  upon  it  as  an  imposition  but  welcome  the  change  in 
their  activities. 

Many  Parent  Teacher  Associations  sponsor  a  reception 
to  welcome  new  teachers  and  the  return  of  the  old  teachers 
into  the  community.  These  have  a  cultural  value  but  there 
Is  the  question  of  the  lasting  value  of  such  meetings.  How- 
ever, if  these  social  gatherings  could  take  place  three  or 
four  times  a  year,  the  benefit  derived  would  probably  have 
a  more  lasting  value. 

The  contribution  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association 
makes  to  the  child  usually  comes  from  a  different  angle  and 
in  action  is  much  more  indirect.   The  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion may  furnish  library  material  and  in  many  instances  the 
actual  services  of  purchasing  books  and  other  materials.   In 
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some  Instances,  the  mothers  participate  hy  coming  Into  the 
schools  to  help  check  out  materials  and  to  do  the  work  of 
a  librarian. 

Here  in  Polk  Coimty  several  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tions have  purchased  radios,  movie  projectors,  film  strips  and 
film-strip  machines,  opac  projectors,  and  other  materials  that 
can  be  used  by  the  teacher  to  broaden  the  scope  and  enrich  the 
educational  program. 
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CHAPTER  V 


OUTSTANDING  PROBLEMS 
AND 

HOW  OTHERS  HAVE  MET  THEM 


This  chapter  is  opened  with  a  quotation  from  Mr,  E.  P. 

Cubberley»s  The  Principal  and  His  School,  because  it  so 

siequately  bears  out  the  findings  about  troublesome  Parent 

Teacher  Associations  in  Polk  County, 

"The  trouble  with  so  many  troublesome  so-called 
Parent  Teacher  Associations  is  that  they  are 
not  Parent  Teacher  Associations  at  all,  but 
merely  Parents*  Associations,   Too  often  the 
parents  desire  to  meet  and  cooperate,  but  the 
teachers,  feeling  tha.t  they  have  done  their 
fair  shsire  of  school  work  for  the  day,  do  not 
remain,  and  in  consequence  neglect  their  best 
opportunity  to  meet  and  know  the  parents  of 
their  children.   They  likewise  neglect  an  im- 
portant opportunity  to  help  shape  their  think- 
ing and  their  opinion  of  the  school,  ,  ,  ,  Far 
too  often  a  few  ove3?-aealous  persons,  lacking 
real  knowledge,  turn  critic  of  the  existing 
conditions  and  those  responsible  for  them,  and 
set  up  new  goals  for  education.^  that  are  both 
undesirable  and  unattainable,  "■'• 

A  situation,  such  as  the  above  quotation  implies,  can 
exist  very  easily  if  the  school  principal  is  not  alert 
enough  to  tactfully  avert  the  situation.  Most  administra- 
tors feel  that  a  large  part  of  the  trouble  of  Parent  Teacher 
Associations  is  due  to  poor  leadership.   This  usually  comes 
about  by  a  poor  selection  of  officers  and  a  lack  of  coopera- 


1»  E.  P,  Cubberley,  The  Principal  and  His  School,  p.  551» 
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tlon  between  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  and  the  school 
administration, 

A  major  problem  that  faces  some  of  our  administrators 
Is  that  of  having  a  true  Parent  Teacher  Association,  Some- 
times it  is  an  organization  of  parents  only,  Just  teachers, 
or  even  of  Just  people.   Sometimes  a  situation  is  found 
where  members  who  have  had  children  in  school  at  a  previous 
time,  do  not  wish  to  relinquish  their  interest  and  insist 
upon  rtmning  the  association  as  they  believe  it  should  be. 
There  is  also  the  type  of  oi^anization  that  is  largely  a 
parents*  affair.   Many  teachers  feel  that  at  the  end  of  the 
school  day  they  have  completed  their  share  of  work  for  the 
cause  of  education.  Consequently  they  offer  excuses  of  one 
sort  of  another  why  they  shoiold  not  attend  the  Parent  Teacher 
Association,   It  is  rarely  found  that  an  organization  is 
largely  dominated  by  the  teachers,  but  such  cases  do  exist 
and  can  be  handled  by  tactful  suggestions  from  the  school  ad- 
ministrator. 

If  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  is  the  prob- 
lem, something  should  be  done  to  inspire  the  teachers  by  point- 
ing out  the  advantages  of  a  good  Parent  Teacher  Association  and 
making  them  aware  of  the  need  for  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers, 

A  Parent  Teacher  Association  dominated  or  Influenced  by 
people  who  do  not  have  children  in  school  can  sometimes  be  a 
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very  serious  problem.  Usually,  individuals  will  not  remain 
in  the  organization  after  their  children  are  no  longer  in 
school,  unless  it  is  for  personal  gain  or  advantage,  A 
problem  of  this  type  must  be  solved  upon  its  ovai  merits  and 
in  an  individueJ.  way,  A  stereotyped  solution  Is  impractical, 

A  personal  interview  was  held  with  a  principal  who  in 
the  past  liad  constant  friction  with  the  officers  of  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association  in  his  school.  He  believed  that  the 
trouble  arose  from  the  problem  of  the  association  trying  to 
run  the  school.   This,  of  course,  is  definitely  not  a  func- 
tion of  the  association  and  if  a  principal  is  to  be  responsible 
for  his  school,  he  must  be  able  to  malce  the  decisions  that  he 
feels  are  necessary  and  beneficial  to  his  school  system. 
Since  all  human  beings  mistsQsies,  it  is  not  logical  for  one 
to  be  asked  to  answer  for  mis  takes  made  by  others. 

Eighteen  administrators  feel  that  the  Parent  Teacher  As- 
sociation imposes  upon  the  time  of  their  teachers.   This  can 
very  easily  become  a  problem  as  teachers  are  quite  often  the 
ones  who  are  most  readily  available  when  there  is  something 
that  needs  to  be  (Sone,  Frequently  the  teacher  is  reluctant 
to  refuse  the  demands  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  for 
fear  of  gaining  disfavor  within  the  community.   Quote  often 
the  teachers  are  best  qualified  to  carry  out  special  projects, 
especially  in  producing  plays  and  other  programs  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  orgajiization. 
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The  problem  le  often  one  that  is  individual  in  natiore 
as  many  teachers  feel  they  are  Imposed  upon  if  they  are 
asked  to  do  anything  outside  of  the  classroom,  while  others 
are  happy  to  do  anything  to  further  the  cause  of  education. 

Most  administrators  solve  this  problem  by  permitting 
the  teachers  who  wish  to  -work,   vrith  programs  or  other  neces- 
sary functions  do  so,  and  asking  others  only  when  there  is 
no  one  else  available,  A  good  administrator  will  see  to  it 
that  no  one  individual,  is  \mduJLy  imposed  upon. 

Only  six  administrators  feel  that  they  have  the  problem 
of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  imposing  upon  the  pupils' 
regular  school  time.   When  a  principal  has  this  problem  it 
le  probably  his  own  faoilt  and  could  most  easily  be  solved 
through  a  school  policy  adopted  by  the  faculty  and  then  en- 
force ed  by  the  principal. 

There  are  a  few  eases  where  problems  arise  from  the  com- 
munity itself.  Occasionally  one  will  find  a  community  that 
is  over  organized;  that  is,  it  aJLready  has  too  many  clubs  or 
organizations  in  operation.   In  every  community  there  sj?e  only 
a  certain  number  of  leaders  who  are  capable  of  doing  this  type 
of  work  and  if  they  are  already  spending  their  time  in  other 
organizations,  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  proba.bly  would 
not  be  very  successful, 

A  principal  who  has  a  school  in  such  a  community  shoxild 
not  attempt  to  organize  a  Parent  Teacher  Association  if  there 
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Is  not  one  In  operation.   It  would  be  much  better  to  use 
the  educational  conmlttees  of  the  existing  organizations, 
since  most  civic  organizations  have  active  educational  com- 
mittees, Lfost  of  the  smaller  communities  are  growing  and 
it  is  better  to  wait  until  the  community  and  the  people  are 
ready  to  initiate  and  take  on  the  responsibility  of  a  Parent 
Teacher  Association, 

A  problem  foimd  in  a  few  instances  was  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association  stepping  out  of  its  sphere  of  influence, 
and  attempting  to  regulate  matters  within  the  school.  The 
administrators  who  were  interviewed  on  this  problem  all 
seemed  to  have  individual  methods  for  solving  it.  One  prin- 
cipal said,  "I  let  them  know  right  off  where  their  J\irisdlc- 
tion  ends  and  mine  begins,  after  that  we  have  peace  and  haj>- 
mony, "  This  may  not  be  the  best  way,  but  is  probably  the 
most  effective  in  securing  immediate  results.  The  other 
principals  interviewed  employed  more  tactful  methods  but  advo- 
cated stopping  the  trouble  early,  or  if  possible,  before  it 
commenced. 

The  greatest  problem  faced  by  most  of  our  administrators 
Is  a  human  problem—one  that  deals  with  Individuals,   Some 
members  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  are  trouble  makers, 
although  they  are  ignorant  of  the  harm  they  are  doing;  others 
who  are  members  of  the  association  solely  for  the  personal 
gain  they  expect  to  receive,  usually  do  far  more  harm  than 
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they  do  good.  The  people  referred  to  here  are  those  who 
use  petty  politics  to  gain  their  own  selfish  ends.  These 
same  individuals  often  attempt  to  use  their  influence  to 
gain  what  they  consider  the  proper  goals,  which  as  Cubber- 
ley  states,  axe   "often  unattainable  and  even  undesirable, " 

This  type  of  problem  is  very  hard  to  combat  because 
sometimes  the  activity  is  \mdercover  and  cannot  be  traced 
to  any  one  person.   This  problem  sometimes  becomes  so  bad 
that  such  drastic  action  as  the  disbandment  of  the  associa- 
tion is  the  only  solution.  However,  such  drastic  steps  as 
these  are  usually  not  necessary  as  a  tactful  principal,  em- 
ploying proper  methods,  can  bring  about  a  reorganization 
of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  so  that  it  is  brought  up 
to  its  former  standards  as  a  useftil  tool  in  the  field  of 
education. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

THE  PARENT  TEACHER  ASSOCIATION 
AND  THE  SCHOOL 

In  the  modern  world  In  which  we  live,  most  people  have 
learned  the  lesson  that  practically  all  progress  Is  a  matter 
of  cooperation. 

The  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  was  one  of 
the  first  organizations  to  make  use  of  the  Idea  that  fused 
and  combined  efforts  could  bring  about  miracles  of  achieve- 
ment where  Individual  efforts,  no  matter  how  earnest  and  de- 
voted, would  be  doomed  to  failure. 

In  the  education  of  children  In  the  complex  society  in 
America',  It  Is  found  that  cooperation  between  the  two  most 
Influential  sources  in  the  life  of  any  child  is  not  only  de- 
sirable but  essential.   That  which  is  taught  to  the  child  in 
school  is  the  concern  of  every  parent,  and  that  which  is  be- 
ing taught  in  the  child's  home  is  the  concern  of  every  con- 
scientious teacher, 

Cubberley  believes  that  the  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher 

Association  is  divided  into  two  principle  parts: 

■* There  are  two  main  types  of  work  which  these 
associations  may  undertake  with  profit  to  the 
schools  and  to  themselves.   The  first  is  in 
doing  something  needed  by  the  school,  and 
second  is  Improving  their  own  knowledge  of 
school  conditions  and  child  needs  by  arrang- 
ing meetings  at  which  they  will  stu<3y  or  be 
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told  something  of  interest  and  value,  .  •  , 
For  the  second  type  of  activity  there  should 
"be  a  group  of  topics  of  interest  which  can  be 
taken  up,  which  will  lead  to  "better  informa- 
tion as  to  what  should  be  done  both  for  the 
children  and  for  the  school,  "-^ 

The  first  type  of  work  to  which  Cubberley  refers  seems 
to  hold  the  greatest  share  of  the  activity  being  carried  on 
by  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations  in  Polk  Cotmty,  as  all  of 
the  Associations  that  were  contacted  contributed  more  to  the 
financial  and  material  needs  of  the  school  than  any  other 
pui'pose. 

In  most  cases  this  is  desirable,  as  the  Parent  Teacher 
Association  provides  a  means  for  obtaining  many  articles  that 
most  school  boards  consider  as  the  frills  and  fads  of  educa- 
tion.  Such  things  as  water  coolers,  film  strips,  movie 
machines,  shrubs  fcr  the  yard  and  many  other  items  too  numerous 
to  mention  might  not  be  absolutely  necessary  to  education,  but 
such  things  do  add  to  the  enrichment  and  the  betterment  of  the 
school  as  a  vfliole. 

Many  Parent  Teacher  Associations  can  plan  projects  such 
as  yard  beautification  or  supplying  the  first  aid  room*  These 
projects  are  best  carried  on  by  women  and  it  is  not  necessary 
for  them  to  be  professional  school  |)eople  to  be  successful  in 
carrying  out  these  school  fimctions.  Most  Parent  Teacher 


1.  E.  P,  Cubberley,  The  Principal  and  His  School,  p.  553. 
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Associations  can  do  a  great  deal  to  forward  the  cause  of 
education  by  being  a  money  raising  institution  and  supply- 
ing educational  materials. 

There  are,  of  cotirse,  many  more  needs  for  Parent  Teacher 
Associations  besides  those  mentioned;  however,  the  usefiil 
contributions  of  this  organization  would  vary  from  community 
to  commimity.   There  are  several  communities  in  which  the 
Parent  Teacher  Association  has  raised  the  necessary  funds  to 
build  and  furnish  Itmohrooms. 

The  second  type  of  activity  to  vjhlch  Cubberley  refers 
is  the  educational  value  to  the  parents.   From  the  contacts 
made  with  the  school,  parents  have  discovered  many  valuable 
facts  about  learning.   Many  parents  have  found  out  that  it 
is  useless  to  teach  a  child  imtil  he  is  mentally  mattire  enough 
to  receive  it. 

Through  this  type  of  work,  parents  can  appreciate  the 
work  being  done  by  the  school  and  why  the  school  approaches 
its  educational  problems  as  it  does.   It  has  been  learned 
that  problems  that  arise  between  teachers  and  children  can 
often  be  traced  to  the  home  or  individual  differences  In  chil- 
dren and  that  no  one  Is  really  to  blame. 

Where  study  groups  are  organized,  trained  leaders  should 
be  supplied  if  at  all  possible.   Study  groups  may  vary  from 
the  simple  discussion  method,  to  the  lectiire,  the  symposium, 
the  question  box  and  the  book  review.  These  groups  may  be 
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supplied  with  an  ever  constant  flow  of  material  published 
by  the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers,   This 
material  is  planned  specifically  to  implement  the  work  of 
study  groups. 

No  effort  is  ever  spared  by  the  National  Congress  to 
Impress  upon  parents  the  necessity  of  always  keeping  in  mind 
the  idea  of  cooperation  between  school  and  home  for  the 
betterment  of  the  child. 

Fi»om  this  type  of  work  the  Parent  Teacher  Association 
has  achieved  recognizable  success  in  bringing  about  a  sim- 
ilarity in  goals  that  are  being  attained  both  by  the  home  and 
the  school.   They  have  achieved  better  relations  between  the 
classroom  and  the  home  and  they  have  gone  far  to  integrate 
family  life  with  school  life.   Children  often  believe  as  their 
parents  believe  and  since  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  has 
raised  the  standards  of  thinking  and  of  action  In  the  home,  it 
has  also  aided  In  bringing  about  a  higher  standard  of  working 
and  thinking  of  the  child  at  school. 

The  results  of  a  survey  conducted  by  the  Committee  on  Co- 
operation of  Home  and  School  of  the  White  House  Conference, 
reveal  that  principals  have  less  trouble  with  parents  who  be- 
long to  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  than  with  parents  who 
do  not  belong.  However,  the  school  principals  surveyed  also 
felt  that  parents  who  vrere  members  expected  more  of  the  school, 
both  for  themselves  and  for  their  children,  tlian  did  the  non- 


-  ?c  - 


o*  aaangnoO  lanoij-'^:^'!  arft  "-f  hQi&qjR  leva  al  ^fiolla   oH 

noI;tj=iD03o/.  1'  j"ne'r/.i  5rLCf  3{-"i:.>w    io  ev/yjo    ai/ij  no'x'5 

"riB  SCI  Oil  ertr  z<j  /i^<^  :}nl9cr  atjs  :f.<3rf*  aJDa'-  ^iflosXl 

Qrfi"  r.  •  192-a-  ■        .  erCt 

i-f':!'^'       "  ■  .      '  "  Xoofloa  rttlw  9"'       : 'laiat 

*•    ,  n/  rr    • 

ani:''~     •••'■    '■•'  ■       ^icf  nl  IwJM 

oal.^  2n3\>vxiLfa  eXcqlonJi'xq  loorfoa  « 


-  ij-O  - 


members.   This  Is  probably  true  because  active  members  know 
more  about  what  to  expect  from  the  school. 

Many  principals  also  feel  that  they  seldom  have  any  con- 
tact vriLth  parents  who  are  non-members  and  that  in  most  cases 
It  is  practically  impossible  to  get  the  desirable  cooperation 
from  the  parents  if  they  do  not  belong  to  the  Parent  Teacher 
Association. 

The  school  can  expect  from  the  Parent  Teacher  Association 
the  aid  and  assistance  v»hich  it  is  capable  of  giving.   The 
work  of  the  various  associations  will  vary  from  community  to 
comiminity  and  will  even  vary  from  year  to  year  as  the  abili- 
ties and  progressiveness  of  the  officers  change  from  time  to 
time. 

The  school  expects  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  to  act 
as  the  medium  for  interpreting  the  work  of  the  school  to  the 
local  community.   Sometimes  the  Parent  Teacher  Association 
works  as  an  integrating  agency  to  bring  a  closer  union  between 
the  child* 8  life  at  home,  school,  church,  and  the  community. 

The  school  can  also  expect  the  support  of  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association  in  \irorthwhlle  legislative  matters.   Many 
local  xinits  of  this  association  have  active  legislative  com- 
mittees which  \/rite  letters  to  congressmen  and  otherwise  in- 
fluence the  passage  of  laws  on  the  local,  state,  and  national 
level.   Throughout  its  history,  the  National  Congress  of  Parents 
and  Teachers  has  worked  for  the  passage  of  laws  to  further  the 
cause  of  education. 
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Of  the  seven  questionnaires  returned  by  the  presidents 
of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations,  none  stated  that  they 
had  active  legislative  committees.   One  stated  tliat  they, 
as  an  organization,  had  taken  a  stand  for  or  against  certain 
issuea.  Another  group  planned  to  have  an  active  connalttee 
in  19^9  and  1950.   From  this  information  it  seems  that  the 
legislative  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  in  Polk 
County  is  rather  a  haphazard  affair. 

The  school  also  looks  to  the  Parent  Teacher  Association 
to  carry  on  a  well-planned  program  that  will  fulfill  both 
financial  and  educational  needs.   They  can  rightly  expect  a 
program  that  does  not  unjustly  impose  upon  the  school  time 
of  teachers  or  pupils.  This  situation  seems  to  be  handled 
very  well  in  Polk  County  as  only  six  administrators  felt 
that  their  associations  imposed  upon  pupils'  time.  However, 
eighteen  out  of  forty-five  administrators  felt  that  their 
associations  imposed  upon  teachers'  time. 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  may  also  expect  something 
in  return  from  the  school.   They  can  Justly  expect  the  co- 
operation of  the  school  administrator,  teachers  and  pupils 
in  their  activities.   The  support  and  cooperation  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  the  teachers  as  a  group  must  be  secured,  or 
their  efforts  will  be  rather  fruitless. 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  may  Justly  expect  help- 
ful guidance  from  the  administrator  instead  of  dictation. 
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The  association  must  also  have  the  cooperation  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  facility  in  attaining  desired  goals.   The 
Parent  Teacher  Association  may  rightly  look  to  the  school 
to  arrange  Its  extra  curriciilar  activities  so  that  con- 
flicts and  interferences  may  be  cut  to  a  minimum.  The 
association  enjoys  having  its  work  directed  in  such  a  man- 
ner so  as  not  to  overlap  the  work  of  other  educational 
agencies. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


CONCLUSION  AND  FINAL  APPRAISAL 

OF  THE  V/ORK  OF  THE 

PARENT  TKACHER  ASSOCIATIONS  IN  POLK  COUNTY 


The  broad  aim  of  the  parent  teacher  movement  Is  to 
develop  a  type  of  cooperation  betvreen  schools,  homes, 
ohurchez,  and  other  community  agencies,  that  will  help  to 
preserve  the  American  way  of  life. 

The  futtire  of  democracy  depends  upon  the  extent  to 
\rtilch  children  are  led  to  develop  individual  and  group 
attitudes  and  to  apply  the  principles  of  truth  and  Justice 
to  the  problems  of  all  people. 

Some  of  the  homes  in  America  today  sire  still  too  ill 
equipped  to  make  childrens'  educational  experiences  in  the 
home  consistent  with  those  in  the  school. 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  has  an  immediate  func- 
tion: offering  a  medium  through  which  the  philosophy  and 
program  of  learning  of  the  school  may  become  available  to 
all  the  people  in  the  community. 

The  five  major  objectives  of  the  parent-teacher  move- 
ment are: 

1,  To  promote  the  welfare  of  children  and  youth 
In  home,  school,  chiH'ch,  and  community, 

2,  To  raise  the  standards  of  home  life, 

3,  To  secure  adequate  laws  for  the  care  and  pro- 
tection of  children  and  youth. 
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k.     To  bring  into  closer  relation  the  home  and 
the  school  that  parents  and  teachers  may  co- 
operate Intelligently  in  the  training  of  the 
child* 

5.  To  develop  betvreen  educators  and  the  general 
public  such  tmited  efforts  as  will  secure  for 
every  child  the  highest  axivantages  in  physical, 
mental,  social,  and  spiritual  education. 

Since  the  development  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association, 
the  policies  and  guiding  principles  of  the  movement  have  been 
determined  by  representatives  of  the  "whole  membership  rather 
than  by  a  central  group. 

The  purpose  of  the  association  is  educational  and  does 
not  seek  to  direct  the  technical  activities  of  the  schools 
or  to  control  their  policies. 

The  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations  in  Polk 
County,  Florida,  appears  to  be  on  an  average  with  the  vrork 
of  similar  associations  throu^out  the  United  States,   Their 
activities  are  conducted  in  much  the  same  manner  as  other 
associations.   The  same  methods  of  raising  funds  are  employed 
and  the  activities  for  their  own  enjoyment  are  qijite  similar 
to  other  associations.  Most  of  the  associations  raise  fimds 
through  plays,  carnivals,  suppers,  socials,  outside  programs, 
Ms^  festivals,  movies,  contributions  from  members  and  occas- 
ionally a  sales  campaign  that  includes  sales  of  greeting  cards, 
magazines,  and  miscellaneous  merchandise. 

The  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  in  Polk  County, 
could  have  been  evaluated  much  more  accurately  if  more  than 
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seven  of  the  officers  In  charge  of  the  local  xmits  had  co- 
operated in  answering  the  questionnaires  forwarded  to  them. 
However,  if  the  other  associations  in  Polk  Coixnty  measure 
up  in  any  manner  comparable  to  these  seven  organizations, 
it  may  be  assumed  that  the  work  in  this  cotinty  is  progress- 
ing very  adequately.   The  response  from  school  administrators 
was  much  more  gratifying  and  far  reaching  as  forty-eight  of 
the  fifty-nine  questionnaires  sent  out  v/ere  i^etumed.  These 
questionnaires  give  a  broader  view  of  the  actual  work  of  the 
Parent  Teacher  Association;  however,  this  is  solely  the  point 
of  view  from  the  side  of  the  professional  school  worker. 

It  was  found  that  all  but  four  Polk  County  Parent  Teacher 
Associations  contributed  financially  to  the  school  program. 
The  failure  of  an  association  to  contribute  financially  to  the 
local  school  system  was  attributed  to  the  fact  that  it  was  a 
newly  organized  association  and  as  yet  no  funds  had  been  raised 
other  than  regular  dues.   It  was  found  that  most  associations 
contributed  in  some  way  to  the  health  of  the  community,  either 
through  financial  contributions,  or  by  sponsoring  first  aid 
courses,  cooking  courses  or  other  homemaking  activities.  The 
majority  of  the  associations  spent  some  money  for  parent  edu- 
cation, or  paid  the  expenses  for  one  or  more  of  their  leaders 
to  attend  courses  offered  by  the  state,  A  few  of  the  organiza- 
tions aided  character  building  in  children  by  sponsoring  guid- 
ance programs  under  school  supervision,  or  by  providing  and 
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equipping  playgroimds.   They  all  strive  in  one  way  or  another 
to  maJce  their  community  a  better  place  for  growing  children 
to  live  in.  The  most  important  activities  along  this  line  are 
the  campaign  waged  against  undesirable  comic  books  and  movies, 
and  a  carefiil  analysis  of  outside  programs  within  the  school* 

Almost  all  of  the  associations  perform  a  very  definite 
service  in  sponsoring  the  summer  round-up  of  pre-school  chil- 
dren.  They  perform  a  dual  purpose  in  this  activity  as: 

(1)  they  serve  the  schools*  need  by  making  it 
an  easier  task  to  plan  for  the  incoming 
first  graders,  and 

(2)  they  further  their  own  cause,  as  it  brings 
them  in  contact  with  the  parents  who  will 
become  the  replacements  for  those  parents 
who  may  d2?op  out  because  their  children  have 
completed  school, 

A  very  weak  point  in  the  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  As- 
sociations in  Polk  Coimty  is  th5  little  activity  on  the  part 
of  legislative  committees.  These  committees  cotild  have  a 
tremendous  influence  on  the  local,  state  and  national  law- 
making bodies.  In  the  past,  the  Paroit  Teacher  Association 
has  been  very  active  in  the  enactment  of  laws  concerning 
child  labor  and  for  the  general  betterment  of  children.   They 
have  aided  in  the  passage  of  many  laws  which  are  beneficial 
to  the  school  and  if  these  laws  are  to  be  retained  on  the 
statute  books,  the  legislative  committees  of  the  various 
local  organizations  must  remain  active.   Perfection  has  not 
yet  been  attained,  and  there  is  much  improvement  to  be  made 
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on  all  levels  of  legislation.  The  vicissitudes  of  the 
present  times  necessitate  changes  in  the  laws.  If  the 
parents  desire  certain  laws  to  be  passed,  they  must  secure 
and  maintain  the  tmified  efforts  of  the  Parent  Teachers 
Association, 

A  very  popular  project  among  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tions is  the  equipping  and  the  improvement  of  the  school 
lunch  room,  A  new  project  which  has  come  into  existence 
as  a  result  of  the  extensive  school  building  program  through- 
out the  nation,  is  that  of  beautifying  the  new  school  grotmds. 
One  association  has  acquired  the  services  of  a  landscape  ar- 
tist and  has  collected  several  hundred  plants  and  shrubs  to 
decorate  the  grounds  of  the  new  school. 

An  overwhelming  majority  of  the  school  administrators 
feel  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  in  Polk  County  is 
performing  a  commendable  Job,  Ninety  percent  of  the  adminis- 
trators felt  that  they  wanted  to  have  a  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion in  their  school,  to  aid  them  in  their  work. 

The  majority  of  the  administrators  feel  that  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  in  the  field  of  public 
relations  certainly  Justifies  their  existence.  They  further 
feel  that  when  the  Parent  Teaxher  Association  stays  within  the 
bounds  of  its  by-laws  and  works  to  obtain  the  ends  to  which 
its  objects  allude,  their  work  for  the  betterment  of  education 
is  indispensable. 
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Sximmary  and  Recommendations 

The  general  trend  of  the  activities  of  the  national, 
state,  cotmty,  and  local  Parent  Teacher  Associations  may 
he  summarized  in  a  few  hrlef  statements. 

1,  The  Parent  Teacher  Association  V7as  foxmded  when 
the  educational  systems  in  the  United  States 
advanced  to  a  place  where  there  was  a  need  for 
an  organization  of  this  type* 

2,  The  Parent  Teacher  Association  was  organized  by 
a  group  of  mothers,  statesmen,  and  professional 
educators,  who  believed  in  the  betterment  of  the 
general  welfare  of  children. 

3,  The  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers 
have  advanced  with  the  times  in  order  that  the 
local  organizations  might  meet  the  vicissitudes 
in  a  changing  vrorld, 

h-.      The  Parent  Tea.cher  Association  has  proved  its 
ability  to  gain  and  hold  the  interest  of  mil- 
lions of  parents  and  teachers  throughout  the 
United  States  and  its  possessions,  as  is  evi- 
denced by  the  great  Increase  in  membership  and 
by  the  Increasing  number  of  projects  that  are 
being  xindertaken  on  a  local,  coimty,  state  and 
national  level. 

Nationally,  the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers, 

backed  by  the  various  state  and  local  organizations,  has  suc- 

cessfiilly  conducted  large  legislative  programs,  especially 

those  dealing  >ri.th  child  labor.   They  have  also  carried  on 

campaigns  against  obscene  and  unsuitable  movies  for  children, 

certain  types  of  comic  books,  and  obscene  literature.   Each 

month  in  their  magazine,  the  National  Parent  Teacher,  they 

rate  the  new  motion  pictures  that  are  produced  so  that  parents 

may  know  \vhat  type  of  pictiires  their  children  are  seeing. 
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The  National  Congress  also  provides  study  coiirses  and 
sends  trained  teachers  into  the  field  where  they  are  needed. 

The  Florida  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  also  pub- 
lishes a  magazine  ten  months  of  the  year.  They  also  provide 
sliort  courses,  usually  at  both  state  universities,  to  train 
local  leaders  in  the  vjork  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association, 

The  Polk  Cotinty  Council  provides  an  organization  where 
the  work  of  the  local  units  may  be  coordinated.   They  also 
help  provide  for  local  short  courses  in  Parent-teacher  work. 
They  work  as  an  encouraging  force  upon  the  local  units  and 
act  as  a  clearing  house  for  reports  which  are  passed  on  to 
state  and  national  headquarters. 

The  local  Parent  Teacher  Association  units  provide 
financial  assistance  where  needed  in  the  local  school  pro- 
gram. They  aid  the  school  tremendously  in  the  field  of 
public  relations,  often  providing  a  common  ground  for  the 
settlement  of  differences  that  arise  betxreen  the  school  and 
the  general  public. 

Their  aid  in  cementing  the  activities  and  the  influences 
of  both  the  school  and  home  are  Invaluable,   Thus  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association  has  i-Jon  its  place  as  a  vital  cog  in  the 
machinery  of  American  education. 

It  is  quite  obvious  f3?om  the  foregoing  that  the  Parent 
Teacher  Association  does  have  a  rightful  place  in  the  field 
of  education  and  that  each  school  center  should  be  encouraged 
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to  have  its  ovm  local  \mit;  that  the  associations  now  in 
operation  are  performing  an  indispensable  service  to  the 
cause  and  betterment  of  education — a  service  that  is  filling 
the  need  on  a  national  scale. 

All  legitimate  interests  of  the  child  and  the  school 
are  promoted  by  a  right  use  of  a  parent  teacher  association. 
For  the  most  effective  use  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association, 
the  following  conditions  should  exist,  or  the  folloifllng  im- 
provements be  made: 

1,  Administrators  should  be  allowed  to  guide 
and  recommend  courses  of  action, 

2,  That  the  Parent  Teacher  Associations  shotild 
confine  their  work  to  activities  prescribed 
in  their  by-laws, 

3,  That  the  legislative  committees  of  the  local 
Parent  Teacher  Associations  become  more 
active. 

^,   In  most  cases,  the  Psirent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion should  spend  more  funds  for  adult  edu- 
cation and  leadership  training, 

5,   In  instances  where  there  is  discord  between 
the  school  administrators  and  the  leaders 
or  members  of  the  Parent  Teachers  Association, 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  alleviate  the 
situation  so  that  each  may  operate  at  peak 
efficiency. 

In  cases  v4iere  there  is  no  local  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion, or  vftiere  the  old  one  has  been  deactivated,  the  folloi^lng 
suggestions  may  prove  helpfial  In  organizing  a  very  active  unit, 
ajid  in  maintaining  its  interest: 
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1,  Associations  start  effectively  and  properly 
with  exhibitions  of  school  work  to  vftilch 
parents  are  invited, 

2,  From  this  association,  parents  are  introduced 
intelligently  into  the  school* s  problems, 

3,  Methods  of  instruction  may  be  presented  and 
special  activities  of  the  school  explained, 

4,  Impoi'tant  phases  of  child  life  may  be  pre- 
sented, thus  helping  the  parent  better  to 
know  his  own  child, 

5,  The  importance  of  vocational  guidance  may  be 
made  clear  to  parents  and  children, 

6,  A  school  library  may  be  started  or  augmented 
by  the  association, 

7,  School  equipment  may  be  improved  by  laying 
right  foundations  in  parental  intelligence 
and  interest. 

It  would  do  well  to  remember  that  a  clearer  point  of 
view  by  both  parent  and  teacher  sheds  light  on  problems  of 
school  discipline  and  removes  obstacles  in  the  child's  re- 
lations to  school  authorities.   The  Parent  Teacher  Associa- 
tion offers  an  organized  scheme  for  the  education  of  parents 
and  will  show  much  common  ground  between  parent  and  teacher. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE  SENT  TO  PRINCIPALS 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  IN  POLK  COUNTY,  FLORIDA 

1,  Do  you  have  a  Parent  Teacher  Association  In  your  school?. 

2,  When  are  the  meetings  held? _^ 


3,  Do  you  "believe  the  work  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  is 
worth  the  effort  in  your  school?     


^,   Do  you  feel  at  times  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  has 
a  negative  Influence? 


5»   Do  you  ever  feel  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  imposes 
upon  the  teachers'  time? 


6.   Do  you  thlnlc  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  imposes  upon  the 
pupils'  regular  school  time? 


7.  Does  your  Parent  Teacher  Association  sponsor  field  trips  for 
students? ^ 

8.  Does  your  Parent  Teacher  Association  sponsor  plays  and  pro- 
grams and  use  students  to  raise  funds  for  the  organization? 

9.  Does  your  Parent  Teacher  Association  contribute  financially 
to  your  school  program? ^_^ 


10,   Does  your  Parent  Teacher  Association  use  students  for  th61r 
monthly  entertainment  programs?  


11,   To  what  extent  do  you  believe  the  Parent  Teacher  Association 
to  be  a  beneficial  factor  in  the  educational  process? 


12,  Would  you  welcome  your  Parent  Teacher  Association  sponsoring 
a  students  guidance  service? 


13.   Do  you  sometimes  feel  that  the  Parent  Teacher  Association  en- 
gages in  petty  •politics?     ___. 


1^,  Remarks? 


,  ■      3M  9ri*  arcs   ne . 

YIc  ,;  nl  sxfjf  rfj-tow 


noanl  nolJ.^iiooaaA   .  T^      .? 


^ ^ml^  I  ' 

1  aqlid"  Meit  loenoqa  noi:?.siooeaA  isrfoBsT  d-nex'^.'-  if^--"  " 
?  - 

o:^   s 


Od    'ii 


_^  "  -ior    xS 


I>  ioi. 


li= 


-   *  .^  J^W  V 


noioflooBoA 


-  5^  ' 


TABLE  I 


Answers  to  questions  that  could  be  answered  Yes  or  No  on  the 
Questionnaires  sent  to  the  Principals  of  the  Public  Schools  in 

Polk  County,  Florida 


No,  Question  Yes    No 

1,   Do  you  have  a  Parent  Teacher  Association 
In  your  school? 

3,   Do  you  believe  the  work  of  the  P.  T.A,  Is 
worth  the  effort  in  your  school? 

^.   Do  you  feel  at  times  that  the  P, T.A,  has 
a  negative  Influence? 

5,  Do  you  feel  at  times  that  the  P. T.A,  im- 

poses on  the  teachers*  time? 

6,  Do  you  ever  feel  that  the  Parent  Teachers 

Association  imposes  upon  the  pupils* 
regular  school  time? 

7»   Does  your  P. T.A.  sponsor  field  trips  for 
children? 

8,  Does  yotrr  P. T.A,  sponsor  plays  and  pro- 

grams and  use  students  to  raise  funds 
for  the  organization? 

9.  Does  your  P. T.A,  contribute  financially 

to  your  school  program? 

10,   Does  your  P.  T.A.  use  students  for  their 
monthly  entertainment  programs? 

12,   Would  you  welcome  your  P,T.  A.  sponsoring 
a  student  guidance  service? 

13*   ^  you  sometimes  feel  that  the  Parent 

Teacher  Association  engages  in  petty 

politics?  27    20 
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Note:  Questions  N\imbers  2,  11  and  Ik   could  not  be  answered  in 
the  affirmative  or  negative. 
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QUESTIOMAIRE  SEMT   TO   THE  PRESIDEI^T 
OF  EACH 
PARENT   TKA-CHER  ASSOCIATION  IN  POLK  COUNTY,    FLORIDA 


1,      ^flien  was  yoiir  Parent  Teacher  Association  organized?. 
£♦      Hovr  many  active  mecibers  do   you  Mve? 


3»      What  percentage  of  increase  did  you  have   this  year?. 
^.      How  many  usually  attend  the  regular  meetings? 


5,  How  do  you  raise  operational  funds?     (check) 

Plays                       Outside  programs  _____ 

Rumraage  sales       Carnivals 

Sales  campaigns  Suppers  and  

Other  means            Socials 

6,  Does  your  Parent  Teacher  Association  sponsor  a  family  life 
council? 

7,  Do  you  spend  any  money  for  tra.ining  lay  leaders  to   conduct 
parent  education  groups? 


8,  Do  you  have  a  counclllng   and  guidance  service  for  children? 

9.  Do  you  spend  any  money  to  promote  health  in  your  commimity? 

10,  Does  your  group  budget  regularly  for  parent  education?.  _ 

11,  Does  your  organization  ever  sponsor  field  trips  for  students? 

12,  Does  your  association  contribute  financially  to  the  school 
pro  gram? , 

13,  Does  jour  organization  have   an  active  legislative  comralttee?__ 

1^,      Does  your  Parent  Teacher  Association  strive  to  malce  your  com- 
munity a  good  place  for  growing  children? _______« 

15.      Does  your  organization  do   anything  specific  to  add  character 
building  in  children? If  so  idiat? 


16.  Does  youi'  association  plan  their  programs  on  an  annual  basis? 

17.  V/hat  is    the  most  outstanding  project  your  association  has  com- 
pleted or  is   in  the  process  of  completing? 

Explain  briefly: _„__ 

18.  Do  you  have  any  projects  that  taJce  more  than  one  year  to  ac- 
complish?  
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TABLE  II 


Answers  to  questions  that  could  be  answered  Yes  or  No  on  the 
Questionnaires  sent  to  the  President  of  each  Parent  Teacher 
Association  in  Polk  County,  Florida 


No,  Question  Yes   No 


6,   Does  your  Parent  Teacher  Association 

sponsor  a  family  life  council?  0     7 

7#   Do  you  spend  any  money  for  training  lay 
leaders  to  conduct  parent  education 
groups?  2     5 

8.  Do  you  have  a  coiinciling  and  guidance 

service  for  children?  2     ^ 

9,  Do  you  spend  any  money  to  pr*omote  health 

in  your  community?  3     2 

10,  Does  your  group  budget  regularly  for 

parent  education?  2     5 

11,  Does  your  organization  ever  sponsor 

field  trips  for  students/  0     7 

12,  Does  yoiir  association  contribute  finan- 

cially to  the  school  program?  6     1 

13»   Does  your  organization  have  an  active 

legislative  committee?  0     7 

14.   Does  your  Parent  Teacher  Association 
strive  to  make  your  community  a 
good  place  for  groid.ng  children?  7     1 

16.   Does  your  association  plan  their  pro- 
grams on  an  annual  basis?  8     0 

18,   Do  you  have  any  projects  that  take  more 

than  one  year  to  accomplish?  ^  k- 


Note:  Questions  Noimbers  1,  2,  3,  ^,  5,  15  and  17  could  not  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative  or  negative. 
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